USHA Awards Guide and Nomination Form

Here are the five categories and their selection criteria:

1) Health and Safety Excellence Award
Acknowledges initiatives that foster a culture of safety, accountability, and employee engagement within university settings, as well as promoting holistic health and safety among students and staff within university environments. This could include safety leadership programs, employee participation in safety management, safety training and education initiatives, mechanisms for reporting hazards and near-misses, as well as general improvements in health and safety management.

2) Emergency Response and Crisis Management Award
Honours exceptional practices in emergency response planning and crisis management. This could include preparedness for natural disasters, pandemic response strategies, coordination with emergency services, training programs for staff and students, and communication protocols during crises.

3) Health and Wellbeing Award
This award acknowledges outstanding initiatives promoting holistic health and well-being within university communities. Evaluation considers programs addressing physical, mental, emotional, and social aspects of wellness among students, faculty, and staff.

4) Fire Safety Award
Highlights efforts to ensure delivery of fire safety initiatives within university environments. This could include preventive measures such as fire risk assessments, fire prevention policies and procedures, and adherence to fire safety regulations.

5) Infrastructure and Facility Safety Award
Recognises excellence in the design, maintenance, and management of university facilities to ensure a safe and healthy environment for occupants. This could include building safety inspections, compliance with building codes and regulations, maintenance of safety equipment and systems, replacement of research/teaching equipment with safer alternatives, and accessibility features for individuals with disabilities.



Requirements for all applications
1. The nomination requires a supporting statement from a Senior Stakeholder.
2. The nominations should demonstrate the work that was completed in 2025/26 academic year.  
3. Where an individual is nominated, the nomination must be made by another person.
4. The people / teams being nominated should be advised by the nominating person that they have been put forward for an award.
5. Nominations may be accompanied by relevant explanatory photos, graphs, extracts from documents and relevant evidence which further illustrate the work done or benefits achieved.  Please ensure you have permission from your institution to submit the documents beforehand.  Please cross reference any supporting information to the submission to aid the judges’ considerations.
6. Please do not submit original documents as we cannot return them.  
7. Nominations that are accompanied by supporting information should be submitted as Zip files and in PDF format.
8. Nominations must be made using the application form below and submitted in soft copy format to centralservices@usha.org.uk.
9. All nominations will receive a response to advise if they have been shortlisted ahead of the USHA conference.
10. If your nomination is shortlisted, is your nominee willing to give a short presentation at the USHA conference? Yes / No 
11. The winner in each category will receive a trophy and their work will be profiled on the USHA website.  
12. Closing date – 24 August 2026

Data protection statement

If you have made a nomination, we will ask you for your name, email address and telephone number.  We will also collect details of the person you are nominating.  If you provide us with your consent, we will also collect any submitted documents and digital images as evidence to support the nomination.
The nomination will be processed by USHA, and any information you provide will be shared with the judges and the person(s)/team you nominated.
If your nomination is shortlisted, the names of the persons nominated will be shared at the USHA Conference, Autumn 2026. The names of the winning entries will be included on the USHA website. USHA will never sell your data to third parties and will never add your details to any marketing lists.
The USHA Awards 2025/26 Nomination Form

Details of person making the nomination:
	Name:
	

	Job title:
	

	Higher Education Institution name
	

	Telephone number:
	

	Email address:
	

	Date of nomination: 
	

	By submitting this application, I confirm that, if shortlisted, the information provided may be shared publicly on the USHA website https://www.usha.org.uk/usha-annual-awards/ 
(Please email centralservices@usha.org.uk separately before the award announcement if you prefer the information from your nomination not to be available on USHA webpages).
Signature:
____________________________________



Category of nomination (Please select a category and put a “X” in the relevant row)
	
	Health and Safety Excellence

	
	Emergency Response and Crisis Management

	
	Health and Well-being 

	
	Fire Safety

	
	Infrastructure and Facility Safety 



Details of person(s) or team being nominated
	a. If nominating individual(s) please provide their name(s) and job titles below 
If nominating teams go to Section b

	1.
	

	2. 
	

	3. 
	

	4. 
	

	5. 
	

	b. If nominating a team or a department, please provide their name below and the name and job title of the person who leads the team or department:  

	



NOMINATION DETAILS
Project Description 
Please provide a summary below of the work/ project/ initiative and explain why it was undertaken, who was involved, and when and where did it happen and how the nominee(s) meet each of the 3 judging criteria (max. 1500 words). 
Please indicate the scale of the project's impact, such as team, department, cross-departmental, university-wide, local community, or sector-wide.
1) Sustainable achievements [10 marks]
Nominations should explain and provide evidence for what benefits the work/ initiative/ project achieved and how this will be sustained for staff, students, and / or others in the medium and long term beyond the life of the work.
2) Innovation [10 marks]
The judges are looking for nominations to explain and provide evidence of innovation within a team, department, institution and/or beyond.  This can be, for example:
· New approaches to controlling existing risks
· New services or products 
· The application of best practices from outside the sector
· Innovative approaches in completing the work/ initiative/ project itself

3) Leadership and collaboration [10 marks]
The nomination should describe how 
· the nominee(s) identified the risk, problem or opportunity 
· stakeholders were engaged to support their work 
· trust was built with stakeholders
· they communicated with stakeholders 
· they worked collaboratively with stakeholders 

	Project title: 

Project summary (Please provide a summary of no more than 150 words. This summary will be used on the USHA website)



	Project description:






[bookmark: _Hlk162536137]Senior Stakeholder Impact Statement (max 300 words)
	Name 
	

	Job title:
	

	Telephone number:
	

	Email address:
	


	Statement:















	Signature and date:
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